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gence m all walks of life It was a great relief when the Government of India gave the fullest assurance which a Government can give, that the junsdiction of the Calcutta High Court would remain as long as possible, and that if m the future it should ever become necessary to give the new Province a separate Supreme Court of its own, that court would be a High Court and not a Chief Court
A similai objection was the fear that the Boaid of Revenue m Bengal would be abolished so far as the transferred Districts were concerned, and that they would be left in revenue matters to a final appeal either to the Head of the Province or to a Financial Commissioner The Government of India met them on this ground also and gave a Board of Revenue to the new Province
A third objection was that they would have to go with their appeals to the remote and comparatively inaccessible hill station of Shillong, which was the sole head-quarters of the Assam Chief Commissioner. They were leassured on this point also; for they weie to have a Lieutenant-Governor in the new Province, and his head-quarters were to be at Dacca, the historic capital of Eastern Bengal.
I well remember how, when I summoned a conference of all who felt that they were in any way interested in this matter, many attended who raised these objections. On finding that these difficulties were removed, they generally expressed their satisfaction The result, however, was that some of the native papers urged the people not to attend these conferences at Belvedere, on the ground that m doing so they simply " showed their hand," and enabled us to meet their objections without giving up the project of partition
The fact was that the opposition of these particular papers to the partition was due to motives and reasons altogether different from such as I have indicated. It is worth while looking at tlj,e character of their opposition. The character of the permanent opposition to the partition may be judged from the fact that those who publicly expressed their approval of the partition